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~ For some Mattoon High
School sophomore stu-
dents, reading the book
“Things Fall Apart”
is just another
homework assign-
ment that takes
up their free
time. Howev-
er, students
may have
gotten a
differ-
ent mind-
set af-
ter hear-
A i ing what
% 5 E 4 “lke’
- < : Nwosu,
- : Biolog-
s ical Sci-
ences in-
g structor
f at Lake
‘ ; : Land Col-
lege, had to
say about the
book and his
i , hometown.
g s/ I = Lara Bacino,
4 : psychology teach-
er at Lake Land Col-
lege, wor ks with Nwosu
and helped to contact him
about speaking to the students
at MHS. She saw that her
daughter, Emily Bacino-Al-
thaus, was reading a book that
had Nwosu’sfull name, | keme-
funa, and when she mentioned
it to him, he knew exactly what
she wastalking about.
Lara Bacino not only works
with Nwosu, but also knows
him on a more personal level.
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MAKING NIGERIA COME TO cause of similar pastimes.
LIFE: Present-day Nigerians

Students make real-life connections while enjoy sports, entertain-
studying the novel "Things Fall Apart" ment and religion like

Americans.
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“When he first came:t'(;) Amer-
ica, he enrolled as a student
and | was the counselor. When

we first met, we were instant,

friends” LaraBacinosaid.”
~ Aside from their friend-
ship, Lara Bacino hasher own
opinions about the importance

of 'students connecting the

book with"Nwosu'’s per sonal
experiencesin Nigeria. £
“To know someone from that
part of theworld that has expe-
rience of the culturecan helps

MHS students understand that:

culture,” Lara Bacino said.
“Being able to ask questions
helpsthe book cometolife. Itis

eye-opening to see and under-

stand other cultures” g
‘MHS English teacher, Ash-
‘ley Wiberg, said she shares
similar ideas asL ara Bacino.
“Hearing lke [Nwosu]
speak would have provided an
exciting enrichment opportu-
nity for the novel ‘Things Fall
Apart’. A challenge that-many
students face when they read
this novel is that they have a
hard time connecting to the
experiences of the Ighbo peo-
ple,” Wiberg said. “ Though
class discussions help with
this somewhat, hearing I ke
[Nwosu] speak about hislifein
Nigeria would have brought a
sense of reality to the tale. ke
[Nwosu] is from a very rich
culture with a history that
needsto be remembered.”
Although Nwosu was un-
ableto speak to MHS students
directly due to a snow “ice”
day, he did answer the ques-
tions that the students put to-

Right: According to Nwosu,
“there are many large homes
and mansions”in Nigeria.
There is a great imbalance
of wealth in Nigeria, as in
America.

Left: Many houses are very
large, yet more are simple
houses. This house is “a
simple dwelling along the
roadside” in Nigeria in a
photo taken by a friend about
10 years ago.
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gether in an email for him.
1 took those answer's [from
Nwosu] and put them on a Pow-

~ erPoint presentation. Asaclass,
' we'read through them and dis-

cussed his experiences, We also
‘bridged connectionsto U.S. cus-
toms.1"think this helped stu-
_dentsattach at least onevoiceto

 the culture in which we read,”

Wiberg said. “Overall, | was
“ overjoyed that hetook thetime
toanswer-the questionsthat my
students brainstor med. | hope
that heiswilling to visit MHS
inthefuture” '
Wibergisn't the only per-

_.son that hasthis hope. Nwosu,
_son of atribal king, also hopes

that he will be able to return
to MHS, after his first visit six
to eight years ago, to talk to
the students about the differ-
ences between the lgbo culture
and the American culture. He
said that the American culture
isvery busy and that thereis
alow drivefor local people to
see what’s going on in other
countries. 3

“1 have to go out of my way
to stop and look at what’s go-
ing on beyond America,”
Nwosu said. p

Although there were many
topics that were discussed,
Nwosu said that he felt that
there were some ideas of great-
er importance than others.

“The most important thing
isthat the culture is still the
same. Igbo cultureis my cul-
ture and my dad’s culture,”
Nwosu said.
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Above: An Igbo black-
smith demonstrates
how locally crafted iron
handcuffs are made.
Although they are not
police issued, the town'’s
youth use them to help
with security from the
vigilante groups.
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