Home away

from home

MHS student Lacey Jenkins reflects

on previous life in Germany
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By Riley Trotter,
Design Editor

Most students at Mattoon
High School have never lived
outside of Mattoon, let alone
outside of the country. MHS se-
nior Lacey Jenkins moved to
Mattoon in fourth grade after liv-
ing in Germany during the pre-
ceding elementary school years.

Aswell asliving in Germa-
ny, Lacey and her family lived in
many other places.

“I lived in Holland, Belgium,
Paris, pretty much every state in
. 4 theU.S,, and wewent to Italy for

s | ™ awnhile” said Lacey.

“My dad wasin theAir Force,
so we were always moving
around. He was in the military
for 25 years, but welived in Ger-
many for four,” said Lacey.

For Lacey and her family,
there were both good and bad
things about living in Germany.

“The surroundings [were the
most memorable]. Everything
seemed so historic and beauti-
ful,” said Lacey.

For Lacey, the worst part
about living in Germany was the
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“l couldn’t understand any-
thing anyone said,” said Lacey.
While the worst part of Ger-
many for Lacey was the lan-
guage, Nita Jenkins, Lacey’s
mother, was more worried about
the distance from their home.
“[The worst part] was being
away from family,” said Nita.
For both Jenkins and her fam-
ily, the time in Germany was
quite an adventure.
8 “My brother and | always had
placesto go. We loved the food,

and the people who spoke Eng-
lishwereso nice,” said Lacey.

If the choice to move back to
Germany was given to Lacey
and her family, they would take
it without any thought.

“It was so pretty and relax-
ing,” said Lacey. “I would love
to the chance to even just visit
because that was my childhood,
and | only have good memories.”

The memories of the sur-
roundings and appearance of
Germany are something that
Lacey and her family would love
to go back to.

“[I'would] because there was
so much to see and enjoy over
there,” said Nita

If given the chance to tell peo-
ple anything about living outside
of the country, Lacey would tell
peopleto travel the world.

“Living in Germany is so dif-
ferent; people are caring, and the
way you see thingsis different,”
said Lacey. “1 would highly rec-
ommend vacationing around the
world. You'll accept so many
cultures and concepts, and you
will have a more open mind to
change.”

Thetransition from one coun-
try to another can be tough for
someone at such a young age,
like Lacey was.

“It was very different, but we
were on a base, so the housing
wasthe same,” said Lacey.

After moving away from Ger-
many, there are many aspects
missed by Lacey and her family.

“I missthe food and the atmo-
sphere; everything had so much
culture. | remember the best
sights and the best meals,” said

Lacey.

In Lacey’s home abroad, many German knickknacks
were found around the rooms. This allowed them to
embrace the culture of the country they were living in.
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I have been to Jamaica three times. The atti-
tudes of people there are different than Amer-
icans. They have nothing, but they are the hap-
piest people you will ever meet. People who live
in chicken coops act like they live in palaces, and
they are always smiling no matter what.

Jacob Barnett,

puteight days. I
think the most memorable part was building
two houses for two families down there. It took
us a couple days for each house, but the whole
community came together to help. It was really
touching to see so many people come together to
help just one family; it’s something we don’t see

or think of here in America.



